capable of suppressing the immune response, and this is still a very fashionable area of research. However there are difficulties in interpreting studies in this area, particularly due to the diversity of assay systems used by different investigators, and the use of the term "suppressor cell" to describe any cell capable of reducing an immune response, even when tested under unphysiological conditions.
This book provides useful reviews of several major topics concerned with immunoregulation, and consists of 12 review articles by selected authors. The content of the book is broader than the title suggests, much of the data concerns experimental animal models, and several chapters are devoted to the effects of pharmacological agents rather than cells.
The book starts with a useful introductory chapter by Goodwin dealing with the development of studies on suppressor cells, their involvement in tolerance and immunoregulation and the nature of the cells responsible. The first half of the book contains chapters on the possible immunoregulatory functions of cyclic AMP, prostaglandins and hormones. There is also an interesting chapter by Raff and Stobo, in which they discuss the various levels at which macrophages and macrophage products can affect lymphocyte function, and the possible consequences of macrophage defects. The chapter by Engleman concerns the properties of T cells which show HLA-D restricted suppression of the MLR and which are apparently found in increased numbers in the circulation of patients with Hodgkin's disease.
The second half of the book is primarilv concerned with evidence for the involvement of suppressor cells in various disease processes, and there is also a chapter on maternalfetal interactions. There are chapters on rheumatic diseases, immunodeficiency, allergy and schistosomiasis. In these chapters the authors present evidence for the multifactorial defects found in many disease states, often involving, suppressor cells, though the role of suppressor cells and soluble factors in complex disease processes is still far from clear.
The final two chapters deal with immunosuppression and cancer, the first is a chapter on suppression by soluble factors produced by murine tumour cells, and the second a review of immunodeficiency in cancer, which covers experimental animals and cancer patients.
This book will provide useful reading for those interested in cellular immunology. However, due to the rapid pace of research in this field it is likely to be out of date within a very short time.
M. R. POTTER Lymphocyte Circulation: Experimental and Clinical Aspects. M. DE SOUSA (1982) .
Chichester: John Wiley. 259 Pp. £19.50 net.
Recent years have witnessed an increased, but far from complete, understanding of the diversity and functional importance of lymphocytes. It is, however, important to retain an awareness of the physiological framework within which lymphocytes exert their immunological influence. This new book aims to provide a review of the lymphoid system and the traffic of lymphocytes within it. The first chapters examine, with the aid of considerable experimental data, the major lymphoid organs and the passage of lymphocytes within, between and outside them. Chapter 6 discusses perturbations of lymphocyte recirculation and their clinical importance. The following chapter, contributed by Dr Curtis, considers, with reference to other biological systems, the complex cellular interactions which may be involved in lymphocyte traffic. Finally, in the last chapter Dr de Sousa concludes by asking how and, interestingly, why lymphocytes recirculate.
Whilst it cannot be recommended as an introductory text, this comprehensive and well-illustrated book will undoubtedly prove useful to both cellular immunologists and clinicians with an interest in lymphoid disease.
I. KIMBER
